
SUBJECT LEADER: Will Lavender 
PLANNING COMES FROM:  National Curriculum / Big Writing
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Whole School Overview
WRITING

All genres are covered across the key stage and a number are repeated to develop and enhance what has been taught before. Narrative is taught every half term

	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	YEAR 3

	MAP MAKERS!
	ADVENTURES OF EARLY MAN
	TOMB RAIDERS
	LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
	FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD!
	ROME AND AWAY!

	
	RECOUNT (x1 week) – What I did over the summer
LETTER (x1 week) – To the Headteacher: wanting to know more about Queens
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) - Descriptive setting using figurative language (forest)
PLAYSCRIPT (x2 weeks) – The Argument on the Playground
	EXPLANATION (x2 weeks) – Early Man
INSTRUCTIONS (x1 week) – How to make the perfect boiled eggs and soldiers
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – A Christmas Miracle (story mountain, festive magical setting, no more than 4 characters, problem to be solved)
JOURNALISTIC NEWSPAPER REPORT (x2 weeks) – Who stole Santa’s sack??

*ensure children watch a Christmas film in last week of term for review in Spring 1
	FILM REVIEW (x1 week) – based on the film watched at the end of the Autumn term
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks)– (fantasy) – dragon stimulus from Visual Paradox
BIOGRAPHY (x1 week) – Roald Dahl

	DIARY (Howard Carter’s) (x2 weeks) – The discovery of the tomb, over several days from being there and finding nothing, to then finding the top of the first step… etc
NON CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT (x2 weeks) – What are the pyramids of Ancient Egypt?
NARRATIVE (x1 week) – Short story - “An embarrassing day”
AUTOBIOGRAPHY (x1 week) – My life so far including key events and turning points
	NARRATIVE (x 2 weeks) –Flotsam by David Wiesner (see sharepoint)
POETRY (x1 week) – say what you see stimulus: summer / beaches 
RECOUNT (x1 week) – Use diary from last term to embellish / edit the finding of Tutankhamun’s tomb by Howard Carter
	EXPLANATION (x1 week)– the growth of a seed
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Escape from Pompeii!
BALANCED ARGUMENT – (x1 week) – Should we continue to build more roads?
ALL YEAR GROUPS: CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION (as long as is needed of the rest of term) to create a Queens anthology: descriptive setting / poem based on a stimulus and make a book as a school. Use the “say what you see” idea to build up description.

	YEAR 4

	THE EARTH STRIKES BACK!
	ANGLES AND ANGELS
	DRAGON SLAYERS
	SHOULD WE SAVE THE RAINFOREST?
	WHAT REALLY HAPPENED AT THE BATTLE OF BOSWORTH?
	TALES FROM THE RIVERBANK

	
	NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) - Short story: The house in the woods
DISCUSSION (x1 week) – Zoos and Conservation generally, pros and cons (balanced)
DIARY (x1 week) – visit to a Twycross Zoo https://twycrosszoo.org/ (they should have been on a trip in Y3 summer)
PERSUASION (x1 week) – Persuasive leaflet about conservation  at Twycross Zoo
	NON CHRONOLGOICAL REPORT (x1 week) – Earthquakes or Volcanoes  
INSTRUCTIONS (x 1 week) – How to create a working electrical circuit with variations
NARRATIVE – (x2 weeks) – “The day the Earth shook”
LETTER – (x1 week) – Writing to a friend about an experience of a volcanic eruption
POETRY (x1 week) – Say what you see stimulus: Winter / Christmas
	EXPLANATION – (x1 week) - Digestion
NARRATIVE – (x2 weeks) – Sequel to FMD: Lila returns to Razvani for a special ingredient to make a new firework
BOOK REVIEW – (x1 week) based on one of the set texts from the Autumn term

	NARRATIVE – (x2 weeks) – Fantasy: The Magic Mirror (Visual Paradox):
RECOUNT (x2 weeks)– Sector 7 by David Wiesner: first week watch photostory and note making, second week putting together (see sharepoint)
BIOGRAPHY (x1 week) – David Wiesner 
	ARGUMENT (x2 weeks)(persuasion) – why are we destroying the rainforest?
NON CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT (x1 week)- Habitats
NARRATIVE (x1 week)– watch a film clip and retell the descriptive setting (Lucy walks through the wardrobe):
	RECOUNT (x1 week) – The Monk and the Fish: JOURNALISTIC (x1 week) – Choose something relevant / recent from local / international news
PLAYSCRIPT (x2 weeks) – The Battle of Bosworth
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – The trip which went horribly wrong

ALL YEAR GROUPS: CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION (as long as is needed of the rest of term) to create a Queens anthology: descriptive setting / poem based on a stimulus and make a book as a school. Use the “say what you see” idea to build up description.

	YEAR 5

	OH, I DO LIKE TO BE BESIDE THE SEASIDE!

	TOO MUCH OF A GOOD KING?
	BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG CITY
	THE MAYA: MASTERPIECE OR MAYA-HEM?
	OCEAN COMMOTION!
	CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION

	
	FILM REVIEW (x 1 week): The Piano by Aidan Gibbons: 
LETTER (formal) (x1 week) – writing to the local council, complaining about the state of the local area by the river Anker
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Use Harris Burdick images to create short story
	BIOGRAPHY (x1 week) – Gary Paulsen EXPLANATION (x1 week) – life cycle of a frog
POETRY (x1 week) – Say what you see stimulus: At the seaside 
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – A Christmas Adventure

	NON CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT (x2 weeks) – Coasts
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – the journey across America. Family moving across USA and encounters along the way
RECOUNT (x2 weeks) – The Great Fire of London
	NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Free Fall by David Wiesner PLAYSCRIPT (x2 weeks) – Henry VIII and his wives
PERSUASION (x1 week) – Persuasive leaflet to encourage people to come to (and travel through) North America (use brochures in science cupboard to help)
	DIARY (x1 week) – Astronaut writes his diary (space link)
INSTRUCTIONS (x1 week) – how to make a Victoria sponge cake
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – including dialogue, children find an ancient weapon / tool from the Battle of Bosworth 

	JOURNALISTIC WRITING (x1 week) – BBC news-style Queens page (Volcanic eruption, live tracking)
DISCUSSION (x1 week) – do children have too much screen / game time? For and against.
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – The Piano by Aidan Gibbons 
ALL YEAR GROUPS: CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION (as long as is needed of the rest of term) to create a Queens anthology: descriptive setting / poem based on a stimulus and make a book as a school. Use the “say what you see” idea to build up description.

	YEAR 6

	GREECE IS THE WORD!  
	BIOMES AND CLIMATE ZONES 1
	BIOMES AND CLIMATE ZONES 2
	WITHOUT WAR-NING
	BRITAIN GOES POP!  
	REGENERATION ROCKS!

	
	AUTOBIOGRAPHY (x2 weeks) – My life to date…ending with plans for the future
BOOK REVIEW (x1 week) – based on a set text from Y5
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Short story: The Trap Door. 
RECOUNT (x1 week) – COVID: The Pandemic and the Lockdown
	BALANCED ARGUMENT (x1 week) – Should the Elgin Marbles be returned to Greece? 
DIARY (x1 week) – a visit to my new secondary school
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Visual Paradox stimulus: The Library Tower – Use the image to generate ideas for what is there (seen) but also what is unseen e.g. are there steps leading down? A secret passage? What is stored here and why? 
EXPLANATION (x1 week) – how the circulatory system works
	LETTER (informal) (x1 week) – writing to a friend about a recent visit to a Biome (choice) and what it was like
NON CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT (x1 week) - Biome 
PLAYSCRIPT (x2 weeks) – Retelling of a well-known fairytale e.g. Little Red Riding Hood
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – Tuesday by David Wiesner
	INSTRUCTIONS (x1 week) – How to make a savoury scone (Y5 food tech link) 
JOURNALISTIC (x1 week) – Article about Biomes exhibition including dialogue from visitors
NARRATIVE (x2 weeks) – The Haunted House (use of immersive)
POEM (x1 week)– Say what you see stimulus: Habitats
	Cover as many genres as are needed to build up a bank from across the year but for example:
EXPLANATION (x1 week) – how a simple circuit is created and how it works
PERSUASION (x1 week) – looking after our Biomes and why they are important
SATs
	Use your end of year show as a stimulus? EG: for TWELFTH NIGHT (2026)
PLAYSCRIPT (x1 week) – rewrite one of the scenes from the play in modern English 
ADVERT / PERSUASION (x1 week) – to encourage others to come and see the show
BIOGRAPHY (x2 weeks) – William Shakespeare

ALL YEAR GROUPS: CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION (as long as is needed of the rest of term) to create a Queens anthology: descriptive setting / poem based on a stimulus and make a book as a school. Use the “say what you see” idea to build up description.
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